
BCDM has a new client testimonial video 

Click on the link below to view our video!  

 

 

This year, the BCDM New Beginnings Luncheon will be extra special 
for a number of reasons.  We are very proud to announce that our hon-
oree and our speaker are men whose work and kindness have had a 
significant impact on the youngest citizens of San Antonio! 
 
Harvey Najim, Founder and Executive Chairman of the Board at 

Sirius Computer Solutions, Inc., will be honored with the “John Byrd Community Service 
Award”. 
 
Mr. Najim is admired not only for his success as a business leader, but also for his many philanthropic 
endeavors, especially those that touch the hearts and lives of children in need.  In the last five years, The 
Harvey E. Najim Family Foundation and Mr. Najim, personally, have given approximately $41 million for 
grants and programs that aid San Antonio area children! 
 
Judge Peter Sakai, of the 225th District Court, has agreed to be our featured speaker.  Judge 
Sakai has served our state as a highly regarded jurist for many years, first on the Children’s Court bench 
before his current assignment developing a Family Drug Treatment Court for parents with children in the 
foster care system.   

Please join us on:  
Wednesday, June 12, 2013 

11:30 A.M.—1:30 P.M. 
Whitley Theological Center, 285 Oblate Dr., 78216 

Save the Date!! New Beginnings 
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“Light Up a Heart” Children’s Christmas Program 

569 Children from 192 families of the incarcerated enjoyed a much happier Christmas because they partici-
pated in the BCDM annual “Light Up a Heart” Children”s Christmas Program on December 14, 2012 at the 
Neighborhood Place.  Each child received two requested gifts and was treated to a visit with Santa & Mrs. 
Claus, Pancho Claus, The Grinch Who Stole Christmas, Scrooge and a Motorcycle Santa!  Many thanks to all 
our volunteers who were able to make this a very special event and to the following donors:  Hodges Chapel 
A.M.E. Church, Good Shepherd Catholic Church, Fellowship of San Antonio, Our Lady of Atonement Catholic 
Church, Spirit of Truth Church, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church, 
Epworth United Methodist Church, Medina Valley United Methodist Church, Shearer Hills Baptist Church, 
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church, Christ Episcopal Church, Jewish Family Service, Southwest Research 
Institute, Church Women United, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church, Tata Consulting Services, 
Brothers In Christ Motorcycle Club, St. Leo’s Catholic Church & Grace First Baptist Church.  We are also very 
grateful to all of our individual donors; too numerous to mention, for helping to make Christmas 2012, very 
special for children of the incarcerated!  Visit our website at: www.bcdm.org to see pictures! 

If you would like to 
make a monetary dona-
tion to BCDM, click on 

the button below 

 

 

Like us on  

Bexar County Detention Ministries, Inc.   

New Beginnings  

http://www.bcdm.org/donations.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bexar-County-Detention-Ministries/124164697623421?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://youtu.be/XrNK-JhVPwI
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FISH! Camp Staff Retreat 

Protestant Church Donations 

South Texas Hispanic 

We are very grateful to the following churches for their recent donations to our Protestant Chaplaincy Program. 
Those churches are:  Alamo Heights United Methodist, Concordia Lutheran, Christ Episcopal, Women of St. 
Luke’s Episcopal, Christ Lutheran, University United Methodist, St. Mark’s Episcopal, Air Force Village II Prot-
estant, Laurel Heights United Methodist, San Antonio Baptist Association, and Friends Meeting of San Antonio 
(Quakers). 

The Protestant Chaplaincy program ministers to approximately 16,000 inmates annually.  This support from 
these Protestant churches has been provided for many, many years and allows us to continue to minister to the 
incarcerated in the GEO-S.A. facility, the GEO-Karnes facility, the Bexar County Juvenile Detention Center, 
Laurel Ridge, and Bexar County Adult Probation Department’s Substance Abuse Treatment Facility I & II and 
the Intermediate Sanction facility! 

The beautiful downstairs Conference room of the San Antonio Area Foun-
dation’s new office in the Pearl Brewery was the setting for the all-staff 
Fish camp retreat on March 1st.  Sharon Sutton from the Baptist Health 
System was the facilitator for the entertaining, extremely fun and very in-
teractive session!!  We earned useful tools so that we can better serve our 
clients.  The Fish Philosophy includes 4 simple practices:   

1. Be There — be emotionally present for staff and clients 

2. Play—tap into your natural way of being creative, enthusiastic and hav-
ing fun 

3. Make their Day—find simple ways to serve or delight people in a mean-
ingful way 

4. Choose your attitude 

The attached pictures show how much fun we had!  

 

BCDM was recently awarded $2,500 for the “Specific Client As-

sistance Program” by the “South Texas Hispanic Fund” of the 

San Antonio Area Foundation!  This funding will pay for basic 

necessities which nearly all formerly incarcerated individuals 

need in order to make a successful reentry following release 

from incarceration.  “Specific Client Assistance” includes such 

items as food, bus tokens and bus passes, I.D. cards, birth cer-

tificates, work uniforms, work tools and work boots.  Many for-

merly incarcerated individuals are released with only the clothes 

on their backs.  Thanks so much to the San Antonio Area Foun-

dation for their continuing support of the BCDM mission! 

Bexar County Detention Ministries is the recipient of an 

extremely generous grant from the Valero Energy Founda-

tion for $10,000 to utilize for operational costs!  Darryl 

Seillier, a new BCDM Board Member who is employed at 

Valero, assisted with getting this donation from the Valero 

Foundation.  Many thanks to Sylvia Rodriguez, Community 

Relations Director, and the entire Valero Foundation for 

their continued support of BCDM programs! 

THANK YOU,   
VALERO! 

Valero Energy Foundation  



Spotlight on Volunteers--Pastors Charles and Karliss 
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Pastors Charles and Karliss Kimbrough have been faithful BCDM volunteers for several years.  Both Charles and 

Karliss are with Shepherds of Grace House of Refuge Church and Outreach Ministries.  The Kimbroughs have 

been married for 16 years and have been blessed with 4 children and 7 beautiful grandchildren.  Pastor Karliss is 

a senior pastor and has been serving her faith since she was a teenager.  She was a missionary at 16 and was 

called to preach at age 18.  Pastor Charles, Co-pastor, was called to preach at age 18.   

Because of a devastating turn of events in her life, Karliss lost her faith but God kept his grace and mercy and lov-

ing kindness over her, and never took his call from her.  She was found by Pastor Charles, power man of God, who 

looked past her faults and saw what God saw in her.  “It is a privilege to be able to take the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

to the incarcerated, the hospitals, those shut in their home; and out in the highways; our ministry is not bound to the 

four walls.  God has allowed us to travel abroad to Haiti, Africa and Mexico to carry the good news, food, medical supplies.” 

Pastor Karliss earned her Masters in Theology from the National School of Theology in Dover, Delaware.  She is currently studying 

to earn her Doctorate in Theology.  Pastor Karliss also received an Honorary Doctorate for her community service in June, 2012 for 

working in Christian ministry.  The Kimbroughs are currently involved in providing a worship service at the Substance AbuseTreat-

ment Facility II every Sunday for male and female  residents.  They also facilitate Bible Study classes at GEO—San Antonio on Mon-

days and Tuesdays. 

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church “Madonna Room” was the setting for the annual BCDM Volunteer Appreciation Banquet on 
February 7, 2013.  125 volunteers, Board members, staff and their guests attended.  Six of our clients provided moving and 
inspirational testimonials, including one former client  who is now a BCDM staff member!  Bill Miller’s Barbeque provided the 
delicious sliced turkey and the GEO—San Antonio facility provided the potato salad, coleslaw, beans, and pickles and onions.  
The BCDM  staff baked a wide variety of desserts for the volunteers to enjoy!  Margie Contreras from the Bexar County Jail 
made the beautiful floral arrangements for each of the tables.  Gabriel Castillo, an inmate in the Bexar County Jail made truly 
inspirational keepsake bookmarks for each of the volunteers.  Suzie Malone and Roger Flores from the Bexar County Jail as-
sisted with laminating the bookmarks. 

One of our long-time and most dedicated volunteers Juan Lopez, who passed away on August 30, 2012 was lovingly remem-
bered at the banquet. 

For more pictures of the Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, please visit our website at www.bcdm.org 

Pastors Charles &  

Karliss Kimbrough 

Volunteer Training Sessions 

Thank you to the over 70 volunteers who attended the mandatory 
volunteer training held in February and March!  This was the first 
time we conducted a comprehensive training for all BCDM active 
volunteers, and it was wonderful interacting with all who attended!  
We plan on conducting this training annually to impart important 
information about BCDM, the facilities we serve, rules and require-
ments, and most of all, to facilitate a face-to-face mutual informa-
tion exchange between BCDM department heads and YOU! We 
hope the information was helpful and are very grateful to all who 
attended.   

If you could not attend one of the four sessions, please contact 
Volunteer Coordinators Belinda Courvier or Shelly Power at bcour-
vier@bcdm.org or spower@bcdm.org respectively, or by calling 
Belinda or Shelly at 210-299-4540, ext.123, to obtain the material 
that was covered.  

We have a critical need for the following volunteers: 
 

 Spanish-speaking volunteers to provide Bible Studies at GEO 

Karnes City 

 Pastoral care volunteers to serve at Laurel Ridge Treatment 
Facility 

 General clerical/administrative volunteers to help out at the 

Family Renewal Center 

 Male facilitators of life skills classes in the Bexar County Adult 

Detention Center 
 
Flexible schedules are available!  Contact either Belinda or Shelly 
at 210-229-4540, ext. 126, if you are interested or know of some-
one who would like to help fulfill these needs. 
 
We are very grateful for all our over 215 volunteers and for all your 
continued faithful and compassionate service!  We could not func-
tion without each and every one of you! 

Volunteer Corner 

Serving from the Heart! 

Annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner  
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Spotlight on BCDM Board Member, Darryl Seillier 

Originally from South Africa, Darryl and his family made a work related move to the United States several 
years ago and now reside in the Boerne Hill Country area. The two youngest of his five children, now 
seven and thirteen, were born in Texas.  A chemical engineer by training, Darryl works for a large multi-
national oil refining company and oversees efficiency and optimization  improvements for all their refiner-
ies. He also serves as a technical subject matter expert for the company in several areas.   

Regarding his board service to BCDM Darryl commented that: “God calls us to care for those that are 
most vulnerable, especially orphans, widows and those in prison. After supporting BCDM financially 
through the local United Way for a number of years, when I learned that there was a vacancy for a board 
member I thought this would be a way in which I could better serve God by helping others. It’s often easier 
to write a check than contribute our time.” 

Archbishop Gustavo Returns to BCADC for Christmas 

On Friday, December 21st, Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller came to the Adult Detention Center to preside at Mass for the 
men at the Main Facility.  This was the Archbishop’s second annual Christmas visit and was a time of special blessing for all.  
Catholic T.V. and Today’s Catholic Newspaper as well as KENS T.V. covered this event.  We are most grateful to Archbishop 
and his Secretary, Fr. Jonathan, for making this event possible.  The inmates were very moved and inspired! 

Darryl Seillier,  

Board Member  

Happy Feet  Children's Shoe Program  

The “Happy Feet” Children’s shoe program is scheduled for Thursday March 21st from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Friday, 
March 22nd  from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the BCDM Family Renewal Center, 503 San Pedro.  Through a generous grant from 
The Harvey Najim Family Foundation, our goal is to provide new tennis shoes or store vouchers for shoes to 200 children of the 
incarcerated.   

The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times 

of challenge and controversy.” — Martin Luther King Jr. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_luther_king

