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We have moved up the date!! Although we usually have our annual New
Beginnings luncheon in June, we have moved up the date to Wednesday, April
8th, 2015, 11:30 am-1:30 pm, at The Whitley Theological Center @ the Oblate
School of Theology, located at 285 Oblate Dr, San Antonio, TX 78216.
This year our “John Byrd Community Service” Award Recipient is the longestserving Bexar County Commissioner, Paul Elizondo!!
Bill Taylor has volunteered to come back and be our Master of Ceremonies and of
course we will have our legendary silent auction!!
We hope you can join us! “SAVE THE DATE” post cards have been mailed out.

Commissioner Paul
Elizondo, Bexar County,
Precinct 2

For more information, please contact our new Development Director, Natalie
Lizarralde-Sanders at 210-299-4540 ext. 115, or nlizarralde@chrysmin.org!

Happy Feet!!
Help give a child a pair of brand new tennis
shoes or dress shoes on
Friday, March 27th
9:00 am - 5:30 pm
@
The Family Renewal Center
503 San Pedro, San Antonio, TX 78212
Monetary donations accepted.
For more details, please contact Bianca Esquivel
at 210-299-4540 ext. 111
Or at besquivel@chrysmin.org

1,359 children to be exact!! THAT IS AMAZING!

We are happily overwhelmed as we reflect on “Light up a Heart 2014” and all the wonder that filled the gym of Laurel Heights
United Methodist Church on December 19th! This year, through a fantastic partnership with the Bexar County Sheriff’s Office,
many more children in our community received Christmas love, hope, and cheer.
On behalf of many families, Chrysalis Ministries and the Bexar County Sheriff’s Office wish to express deep gratitude and appreciation for you! We are grateful for all the individuals, churches, businesses, and organizations who helped make this possible. Thank
you, thank you, thank you for helping us serve so many; thank you for creating opportunities that lead to encouraging and transforming many lives.
Please visit our Facebook page for more pictures of the Christmas party and to keep up with all the upcoming events! 2015 is going
to be an exciting year for Chrysalis Ministries and we would love for you to be part of all the fun!! Our next children’s program is
Happy Feet, scheduled for March 27. Contact Bianca if you’d like to help provide new shoes and Easter baskets to children!
May your hearts be filled with warmth and joy; be affirmed by our appreciation for you. Thank you for being an instrument of compassion!!

Capital Campaign
During the past three months we have received three
large donations from the Valero Energy Foundation,
Methodist Healthcare Ministries of South Texas and
the Greehey Foundation. We are happy to report we
have raised more thank half the amount necessary to
purchase the building next door at 509 San Pedro so
we will be able to greatly expand our services and
programs!! We are very, very very grateful to these
three foundations!! Thank you, thank you!!

The San Antonio Area Foundation generously
awarded Chrysalis Ministries with a “Special &
Urgent Needs” grant in the amount of $1,995 to
fix our plumbing at the Family Renewal Center.
It was badly in need of repair and we are very
grateful for the donation!!

Church Grants
We continue to be blessed by so many churches in our community who support our mission and ministry. In the past three months
we have received donations from The Women of St. Luke’s Episcopal,. Christ Episcopal, Coker United Methodist Church, St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church, Air Force Village II Protestant Church, and Christ Lutheran Church. We sincerely appreciate the recognition and support we receive from these area churches.

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
My name is Michael Raiborn. I came to know Chrysalis Ministries in March 2012. I was completing a few hundred hours of community service during a very big office move for Chrysalis (had my work cut out for me.). I
also ended up doing some technical computer work when Carol and Stacy noticed my skill set was that of more
than a laborer. I’m a previous software engineer of over a decade, a network technician, and former security
systems business owner.
After being convicted of a felony, I looked for work for nearly 2 years to no avail; it’s hard to find employment
with a background. I had begun to give up on any type of career in information technology. After completing my
community services hours, I received a call about a position opening at Chrysalis. I applied and was hired in July
2012 as an IT Specialist/Financial assistant.

Michael Raiborn,
IT Specialist

Working here at Chrysalis has been very rewarding; Even though I don’t work with our clients at an intimate
level like our case workers do, I still feel that I am greatly helping our cause by means of maintaining and always
improving our digital infrastructure and by helping with not-for-profit fiduciary responsibilities.

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Nine months ago, I had no idea about Chrysalis or its mission. I moved to San Antonio in 2010 after my wife and I
graduated from law school in Austin. She grew up here, and I quickly fell in love with the city. I soon started looking for ways to give back to the community. I researched local nonprofits, but I could not find a cause that truly
moved me.
Fortunately, I had the opportunity to attend Chrysalis's 2014 New Beginnings Lunch. Simply put, I was blown
away. The three Chrysalis clients who shared their stories were incredibly inspirational. And the passion and commitment I could see in the staff was remarkable.

Clayton Matheson,
Board Member

The New Beginnings lunch made me realize how difficult it must be for offenders and their families to cope with the
consequences of a jail sentence. Then I learned how many people Chrysalis serves each year, and how few of its
clients end up reoffending. I learned about the numerous programs Chrysalis offers and the many volunteers who
devote their time to the Chrysalis cause. And I learned about all the good Chrysalis does in the San Antonio area-like handing out over 1,300 donated gifts in December to children who otherwise might not have gotten anything for
Christmas. The bottom line is that Chrysalis works. Offering what little assistance I can to this incredible organization has been an honor. I urge all San Antonians to join me.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
As I was preparing for my retirement from work in the finance, mortgage, and automobile business, I felt the
leading of God to go outside the walls of my church and reach out to “the lowly and the lost”. I began searching
for an organization that would allow me to obey this calling. I found that organization – Bexar County Detention Ministries (which has since changed its name to Chrysalis Ministries). This organization serves the incarcerated and their families with assistance to return into the community as productive and positive members of
society. This is being accomplished through faith-based instructions and loving assistance. I was blessed to be
able to join Chrysalis and have been involved in leading classes at the jail which allows me to fulfill the mission
of ministering to these children of God. I earnestly pray that my work will be used by God to glorify Him and
make a difference in the lives of these men and their families.

Max Cain,
Volunteer

“Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to you without leaving happier.”- Mother Teresa

Shelly Power, Volunteer Coordinator
All Bexar County Facilities
spower@chrysmin.org
210-299-4540, Ext. 123

Shelly Power has assumed responsibility for volunteer coordination at all facilities Chrysalis serves: the Bexar County Adult Detention Center, Bexar County Juvenile Detention Center, Applewhite Recovery Center, Cyndi Taylor Krier Juvenile Detention Center, Laurel Ridge
Treatment Center, Geo San Antonio, and Geo Karnes City. Shelly is currently looking to fill volunteer positions to include:




Spanish-speaking Pastoral Care Volunteers to provide Bible Studies at Geo Karnes City
Pastoral Care Volunteers to assist at Laurel Ridge Treatment Center on weekends
Pastoral Care Volunteers to help conduct regular 3-day “Epiphany” Retreats at the Cyndi Taylor Krier Juvenile Detention
Center. Epiphany is an ecumenical ministry that seeks the broad participation of Christian denominations and ethnic groups.

Volunteers will need to pass a background clearance. Training and shadowing are provided.
If interested, please contact Shelly Power,
spower@chrysmin.org, or at 210-299-4540, for more information.






Your hours count! Please remember to sign in when volunteering according the time tracking process at each respective facility.
All facilities mandate dress code requirements to include closed-toe shoes, skirts at knee level or below; no sleeveless tops or shorts.
Personal property such as cell phones, food/drink, umbrellas, purses, etc., are not allowed to be brought into the facilities.
Any reading material must be cleared by a Chrysalis Chaplain before brought in for inmate/client use.
Religious proselytizing or promotion/indoctrination into or on behalf of a specific tradition, belief, church, or faith is prohibited.
Please feel free to contact Shelly Power or the Chrysalis Chaplain located at each of the facilities should you have any questions!

We are here for you!

Thank You for Being the Light!
A truly fun and touching evening of fellowship and reflection was had by all on Thursday, February 5 th at Laurel Heights United
Methodist Church. Community leaders, Chrysalis Board and Advisory Board members, along with Chrysalis and facility staff
came together to embrace and appreciate our very special and loved volunteers with a delicious dinner sponsored by Laurel Heights
UMC, Chipotle, Taqueria Lupita’s, Geo, Broadway Daily Bread, Bill Miller’s Barbeque, and Chrysalis staff. Highlights of the evening included powerful testimonials by Chrysalis clients and a book signing of Faith Opens Jail Doors, by Sister Margaret Carew,
C.C.V.I., MA, one of the original founders of Bexar County Detention Ministries. Sr. Carew graciously donated all of the proceeds
from the signing to Chrysalis – thank you so much, Sr. Carew! And thank you so much to all our dedicated volunteers! We love
you all!!

“Lay a firm foundation with the bricks others throw at you.” - David Brinkley

E. Casso, Client

“First of all I want to thank Chrysalis
Ministries for everything they have done
for me. Their services have helped me a
lot and everyone is very kind and helpful.
I have been coming to Chrysalis Ministries since April of 2014 and I love it.
They have taught me to be strong and
positive about myself. They helped me
with backpacks for my children, and also
for Christmas they gave my children and
grandchildren gifts. I am blessed to be a
client of this organization. May they always be a part of the community. May
God bless them all. Thank you for being
there.” ~ E. Casso

Archbishop Gustavo Visits the Bexar
County Adult Detention Center for
Christmas Mass

On Friday, December 19, 2014, Archbishop Gustavo GarciaSiller once again visited the Bexar County Adult Detention Center where he celebrated Mass with 60 men. His message for all
present was one of peace and forgiveness. Since Archbishop’s
birthday fell on December 21, the men got to sing him “Happy
Birthday” with a special cake, and presented him with a beautiful
birthday card designed and painted by two of the inmates!

J. Lira, Client

“I want to start out by saying thank you,
thank you Chrysalis Ministries for taking
the time to work with me and help accomplish what was needed of me. You have
been a big help in my life and in all aspects.
As well when there was no one to turn to
you helped me. For that and I am ever so
grateful. Keep up with your awesome work
and with helping everyone.”
God bless. ~ J. Lira

Women’s A.C.T.S. Retreat
at the Annex

An A.C.T.S. team, led by Chris Garcia, recently facilitated a retreat for
the women at the Bexar County Jail Annex. This retreat began on the
evening of Thursday, December 4, 2014, and continued throughout Friday, December 5. It was a really great experience for all involved and was
a wonderful Advent event in preparation for the Feast of Christmas.

“A bend in the road is not the end of the road…..unless you fail to make the turn.” - Helen Keller

