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Our Fall Fundraiser at Viola’s Ventanas on October 5th was a great success in many ways!! Chrysalis 

staff, board members, friends, family members, and community supporters gathered on a beautiful Sun-

day evening to enjoy a delicious meal, friendship, and to support the mission of Chrysalis Ministries. 

The autumn weather was perfect and the beautiful environment and ambience of Viola’s Ventanas cre-

ated a wonderful setting. The funds raised through our silent auction and through generous donations 

are beneficial as we continue growing and serving many individuals and families! Many thanks to all 

who came out to support our mission and many thanks to Louis Barrios and Diana Barrios Trevino for 

hosting this event!  

Would you like to help  
“Light up a Child’s Heart” this Christmas? 

 

We are preparing for our upcoming Christmas program, “Light 

Up A Heart”, which will take place on Friday, December 19th at 

Laurel Heights United Methodist Church, from 5:30 – 8:30 pm. 

Please call Bianca at 210-299-4540 if you are interested in vol-

unteering or donating. We are happy to announce that we are 

partnering with the Bexar County Sheriff’s Office this year.  

Our goal is to serve 1,000 children! Please keep the program in 

your thoughts and prayers so that we will be able to bring much 

hope and joy to many families!  

7th Annual “New Beginnings” Luncheon 

 
“John Byrd Community Service” Honoree  

Bexar County Commissioner Paul Elizondo,  

Precinct 2 

 
Wednesday, April 8, 2015 

11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.  
 

The Whitley Theological Center 
at the Oblate School of Theology 

285 Oblate Dr., San Antonio, TX 78216 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chrysalis-Ministries-formerly-BCDM/124164697623421
https://plus.google.com/110311184049109719686/posts?hl=en
https://twitter.com/Chrysmin
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChrysMinOrg


Trull Foundation 
 

The Trull Foundation in Palacios, Texas has once again agreed 

to financially support Chrysalis Ministries with a grant to sup-

port “specific client assistance”. This funding will go towards 

paying for food, ID cards, bus passes, birth certificates, and 

work tools and work uniforms for our clients who are struggling 

to find housing and employment upon release from incarcera-

tion. We are very grateful to the Trull Foundation for their con-

tinued support of our mission and ministry!!! 

New AA Recovery Groups at “Laurel Ridge Treatment Center”  
 

The Laurel Ridge Treatment Center had a need to find a reliable volunteer to consistently facilitate AA recovery groups, one night 

per week. Guess who Laurel Ridge staff contacted? Chrysalis Ministries! The Chrysalis Ministries staff and volunteers already pro-

vide a variety of chaplaincy services and Bible study in the Laurel Ridge Treatment Center and have provided these services for 

nearly a decade. One of our Board members, Bruce Barenblat, was contacted about filling this need for a volunteer facilitator .  

Bruce contacted six or eight of his friends from Club 12 and a meeting was scheduled with the Laurel Ridge staff. Bruce and his 

friends have begun facilitating not only one, but two weekly AA recovery meetings at the Laurel Ridge Treatment Center! The turn-

out for the groups has been excellent!  We are very grateful to Bruce Barenblat and his friends from Club 12 for stepping up and giv-

ing back to the community in such a generous and gracious manner! 

Volunteer Chaplains are Needed! 
 

A new Volunteer Chaplain program has been launched by 

Sheriff Susan Pamerleau to assist deputies at the Bexar 

County Adult Detention Center. Qualified chaplains are 

needed to provide spiritual and emotional support to the 

deputies and their families both inside the jail and within 

the community.  Please contact Chaplain Gary Higgs at 210

-387-7250 for more information on this very important new 

program. 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Health Ministries  
 

Chrysalis Ministries will soon receive a grant from the St. 

Luke’s Lutheran Health Ministries to support our 

“Welcome Home Reentry Program”. This is the second 

year we have received support from St. Luke’s Lutheran 

Health Ministries. We thank you for the continued support!  

Bexar County Awards 
 

For the sixth consecutive year, Chrysalis Ministries has received 

funding from Bexar County to support a full-time case manager. 

This year Bexar County also provided support for a part-time Vol-

unteer Coordinator and 11% of the Family Renewal Center’s op-

erational costs. The case manager will facilitate life skills classes 

to 450 incarcerated and formerly incarcerated individuals and will 

provide reentry case management services to 450 formerly incar-

cerated individuals. The Volunteer Coordinator will bring in at 

least 18 new volunteers and provide supervision to over 200 vol-

unteers. Bexar County has supported Chrysalis in other ways too. 
Last fiscal year we received a large allocation for public utilities 

assistance and this year we received a substantial allocation from 

Bexar County for the Tenant Based Rental Assistance Program! 
 
Thank you so much to the Bexar County Commissioners Court 

and to Aurora Sanchez, and her staff at  Bexar County Department 

of Community Resources for your generous support of Chrysalis 

Ministries!  

New Position  - Offender Employment Specialist  
 

For the first time ever Chrysalis Ministries is the recipient of fund-
ing to support a full-time “Offender Employment Specialist”. We 

have hired Jesse Wenzlaff who has been working with us part-time 

as a case aide for several months. Jesse will be facilitating job 

readiness classes and he will be expanding our job bank. He will 

assist our clients with resume writing, and administer “employee 

profile assessments.” Jesse will also conduct two job fairs annually! 

We are extremely grateful to the City of San Antonio for funding 

his position and hope to significantly increase the number of our 

clients who find employment post-release!  



EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT   

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT   

I began my journey with Chrysalis Ministries as an intern in January of 2014. The 

staff was very friendly and gave me the knowledge I needed to learn and grow. In 

April, a case aide position was open and I knew I wanted to be a part of this or-

ganization so I applied. I then became a case aid for a grant Chrysalis Ministries 

has with the San Antonio Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse (SACADA). I soon 

graduated from the University of Texas at San Antonio with a Bachelors in Crimi-

nal Justice. In October, Chrysalis Ministries was in need of an Offender Employ-

ment Specialist. Again, I applied. I was eager to take on this new position because 

I knew employment was the key to preventing recidivism. Thanks to the time and 

commitment that the staff provided me, I was able to obtain the qualifications nec-

essary to obtain this new position. Becoming the Offender Employment Specialist 

is very special to me. I know that the combination of Chrysalis Ministries’ passion 

for recognizing human potential and my passion for our client’s success will be the 

first step to eliminating recidivism! 

Jesse Wenzlaff, Offender 

Employment Specialist 

Meet volunteer Jonathan Courvier! Jonathan has been a faithful Chrysalis volunteer for 

several years and has a passion for making a difference and helping those in need.  

Jonathan obtained his associates degree in Criminal Justice from San Antonio College. 
While obtaining his degree, Jon interned at Chrysalis where he worked closely with the 
case management team.  After graduating, he returned to volunteering and facilitated sev-
eral life skills classes at the Family Renewal Center, Applewhite Recovery Center, and the 

Bexar County Adult Detention Center to include Transitional Skills, Healthy Relationships, 
Managing My Life, Character Development, Anger Management and Chemical Addic-
tion.  Jon is currently an Outreach/Recruiting Navigator for Texas Workforce Solution's 
Youth Services where he assists disadvantaged youth ages 17-21 obtain educational assis-
tance, job training, and job placement. He will be coordinating with case managers at 
Chrysalis in order to assist some of the Chrysalis clients as well as the dependent children 
of clients with jobs and job training.  Thank you, Jonathan, for your continued dedication 

and service to Chrysalis Ministries! Jonathan Courvier,  

Volunteer 

“A tree is known by it’s fruit; a man by his good deeds. A good deed is never lost; he who sows courtesy reaps 

friendship, and he who plants kindness gathers love.”   - Saint Basil 



Shelly Power, Volunteer Coordinator 
All Bexar County Facilities 

spower@chrysmin.org 

210-299-4540, Ext. 123 

Bianca Esquivel, Volunteer Coordinator 
Geo San Antonio, Geo Karnes City, & 

Laurel Ridge Treatment Center 

besquivel@chrysmin.org 

210-299-4540, Ext. 126 

 2014 Volunteer Training Session for BCADC Volunteers 
 

The Jail Programs Department at the Bexar County Adult Detention Center and Annex will be conducting the MANDATORY annual tra ining session for all 

volunteers providing services at the BCADC (Main Jail and Annex) on Friday, November 14, 2014 at the Oblate School of Theology, 285 Oblate Drive, 
78216, from 8:00 am – 3:00 pm.  A light breakfast will be served at 7:30 am and a bar-be-que lunch will be served at lunchtime at no cost.  Please RSVP 

with Dan Acosta at 210-335-6386.  BCADC Volunteers - your attendance is required to keep your volunteer badge active.  Please contact Dan Acosta if 

you are unable to attend this mandatory session. 

 

Old Magazines Needed! 

An exciting new workshop is currently underway at the Main Jail and Annex with incarcerated women – Women’s Self Reflection Art Workshop-Beyond 

Violence.  Participants create a variety of art projects including collages, and we are in need of old magazines they could use to create their collages.  Please 

drop off any “mainstream” (Woman’s Day, Good Housekeeping, National Geographic, People, etc.) magazines you may wish to donate for the ladies to use 

to the receptionists at the Family Renewal Center.   Thank you! 

 

Upcoming Fall Epiphany Retreat  
 
The next Epiphany Retreat at the Cyndi Taylor Krier Juvenile Detention Center will be held on November 21-23.  Epiphany Ministry is a short three-day 
course (a.k.a., “Retreat”) in Christianity that brings to incarcerated juveniles the message of God’s love, grace and forgiveness. It is an ecumenical Christian 

ministry modeled after similar weekend ministries such as Cursillo, Walk to Emmaus, Tres Dias,  and Kairos.  Epiphany seeks to meet the basic need of the 

“Stars” to feel loved. Epiphany teaches that individuals are worthwhile because of God’s endless love for them. If you are in terested in signing the prayer 

list or celebrating the joy and reflections of the boys’ retreat experiences at the Closing Ceremony at the Cyndi Taylor Krie r Juvenile Correctional Treatment 
Center on the afternoon of Sunday, November 23, please contact Sr. Kathleen Eggering at 210-335-1754, or kaeggering1@juno.com.  The Epiphany Re-

treat Closing Ceremony is an uplifting and rewarding experience, and the young Stars would love to see you there! 

 

Sign-in and Timesheets 

Please turn in your sign-in sheets to the chaplains as soon as you receive them.  Also, complete and turn in your own timesheets to the chaplains at the end 

of each month. 

 

Volunteer Needs  

We currently have the following volunteer openings: 

Spanish-speaking volunteers are critically needed to provide spiritual guidance, lead Bible studies, etc., on Tuesday evenings at GEO Karnes 

City.  Contact Bianca Esquivel if interested. 
 

Volunteers are needed to provide spiritual guidance, lead Bible studies, etc., on Saturday afternoons at the Laurel Ridge Treatment Facility.  

        Again,  please contact Bianca Esquivel if interested. 

 

Thank you for all your compassionate and faithful service  
from your Volunteer Coordinators!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
 

Thursday, February 5, 2015  
 

5:30 pm—7:30 pm  
 

Laurel Heights Methodist Church 
Stay tuned for more information!!  

mailto:besquivel@chrysmin.org
mailto:kaeggering1@juno.com


If you would like to make a 
monetary donation to Chrysa-

lis Ministries click on the but-

ton below 

 

This program has helped me to learn how to adjust to living a productive lifestyle, sober. I have been given 

information and classes such as; Seeking Safety, Parenting, Job Readiness, and Money Management. These 

Classes have improved my way of thinking and adjusting to change in my environment. The case workers are 

so caring, compassionate, helpful, and understanding to my needs. They never leave you unattended with any 

services they have to offer you and if they don’t have it they will go the extra mile to help you succeed.  We 

need more people and places like this who believe in you and encourage you to keep moving forward because 

we are all important. I recommend this place to anyone who wants to change and live a life sober, healthy,  

and successful life. They support and guide you to every step we need to accomplish our goals. I see God’s 

Hand in these people. Thank you for all you do for me and others. May God Almighty Keep Blessing You All.  

~ M. DeLaCruz M. DeLaCruz, Client 

Stuff the Backpack 

The Chrysalis Ministries family is so grateful to all who supported our Stuff the Backpack children’s program! Through your abun-

dant generosity and prayers, 545 children received backpacks and required school supplies for a brand new school year! All parents 

and guardians expressed their gratitude and the children left our office with bright smiling faces and other goodies! Thank you to all 

individual donors, board members, churches, organizations/companies that supported us.  
 
A special thank you goes out to all who volunteered on our distribution date and thank you to the Alamo Heights Gymnastics Acad-

emy Tumblebus and the Brothers in Christ Motorcycle Ministry for joining us and bringing some extra fun for our families!  

Chrysalis Ministries is a great place! They have 
helped me get back on my feet. The staff here are very 

friendly and willing to help you out a much as they 

can! Thank you!  ~ J. Mendoza 

J. Mendoza Client 

“The need for devotion to something out-

side ourselves is even more profound than 

the need for companionship. If we are not 

to go to pieces or wither away, we must 

have some purpose in life; for no man can 

live for himself alone.” ~ Ross Parmenter, 

Anthropologist  

https://globalgatewaye4.firstdata.com/collect_payment_data?ant=098c1a9ded28d1c26beeb8de565d97ea&merchant=WSP-CHRYS-HKrYVAArNw&order=bfc8227f129e1d81ae8cd8c8f7411b5707216c7511669018fb79c5c86880f7e6&t=1

