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On June 12, 2014 Chrysalis Ministries hosted the
sixth annual “New Beginnings” spring luncheon at the
beautiful Whitely Theological Center on the campus
of the equally beautiful Oblate Seminary!
Bill Taylor, KENS5 Meteorologist extraordinaire held
the audience’s attention with his humor and genuine
support for the Chrysalis Ministries mission and purpose. Mr. Dennis Noll, CEO of the San Antonio Area
Foundation was the sixth very gracious recipient of
the “John Byrd Community Service Award”. Three of
our clients gave moving and inspiring testimonials,
and our former client, Violet, who is now a Program
Administrator with Goodwill, introduced them! We
are very proud of our clients who had the will and the
courage to get up in front of 275 people and tell their
story!

Thank You to
Our 6th Annual New Beginnings
Gold , Silver and Bronze sponsors

And finally….we were extremely honored to give a surprise recognition to one of our employees, Mr. Cipriano
Martinez, who has been with us for 20 years. Please see the
tribute to Cipriano on page 2 of this newsletter. Cipriano is
living, breathing proof of why Chrysalis Ministries is so
important in our community!
Many thanks to our Board members, our staff, our volunteers and our many supporters for your hard work and contributions towards ensuring the success of the luncheon!
Watch for “SAVE THE DATE” notices in your mailbox or
emails. Next year’s luncheon will be scheduled in April!
(please see a list of our silent auction donors on the last
page of this newsletter)

2014 STUFF
THE BACKPACK

Fall Family FIESTA

9660 Westover Hills Blvd., 78251
Carol & Jes Scholl

George C. Hixon

Aurora Sanchez

Chrysalis Ministries
Board of Directors

We are now accepting donations
for our

Sunday, October 5, 2014
4:00 pm – 8:00 pm

“Stuff the Backpack”
program that provides a backpack
with school supplies for EACH child
of our clients who are incarcerated
or formerly incarcerated.

Beef & chicken fajita buffet with all
the trimmings!!

If you would like to donate backpacks
and/or supplies, please contact Bianca
(299-4540) or
besquivel@chrysmin.org

For tickets contact:
Stacy Baker @ 210-299-4540 ext.
116, or sbaker@chrysmin.org

Deadline for donations
Friday, August 8th.

$30 per adult
$12 per child (under 12 yrs old)

Silent Auction (ends at 7:30 pm)

Cipriano began his criminal career in the mid-1960s as a 14 year old, juvenile for drinking and carousing in the
streets. He spent several weeks in the old juvenile detention facility called Southton.
At the age of 17 Cipriano became hooked on heroin and he went to jail for the first time in 1969 for Theft. Thus
began a long cycle of arrests for Theft and Possession of Heroin, prison stays, releases from prison, attempts to
stay sober and out of trouble, returns to drugs, and more prison. Cipriano was in and out of prison 5 times for a
total of 21 years!
Upon his last stay in jail in 1988 Cipriano went quite reluctantly to a Bible study class in the Bexar County Jail.
But fortunately, after one class, Cipriano was hooked. That class was facilitated by Chaplain Jim Daniels, who
was the chaplaincy coordinator at that time. Cipriano kept going to the Bible study class in the jail and he continued with Bible study and worship services when he was transferred to the Ramsey Unit in Brazoria County. Cipriano was released from prison for the last time in 1990.
Cipriano began attending faith-based 12-step substance recovery groups upon his release; groups also led by Chaplain Jim Daniels. Cipriano has stayed clean and sober since that time - for an amazing 24 years!! In June,1994 Cipriano began working for Bexar County Detention Ministries, as it was known at that time, facilitating his own 12-step groups. Today, Cipriano facilitates nearly 40 groups per month in
6 detention facilities, at the Family Renewal Center, and at two parole offices. He meets with numerous individuals on a one-on-one basis
each week and provides comprehensive case management services. Cipriano facilitates a non-denominational church service on Sunday
mornings at the Family Renewal Center each and every Sunday on his own time and he has done this for over eight years!
Cipriano’s early life was not an easy one. His father left the family, never to be seen again when he was only 7, and Cipriano was sent to
live with a grandmother and an aunt who sometimes resented his presence in their home and who oftentimes were harsh and verbally abusive to him. Cipriano could not be around when his own son was growing up because of his prison stays, but he truly devoted his life to
making up for past mistakes. Cipriano and his new lovely wife, Irene, married in 2000. Together Cipriano and Irene took custody of Tiffany, Irene’s granddaughter and in 2001 when she was just 6 months old and Cipriano and Irene adopted Cipriano’s son’s 4 small children
in 2009, including two special needs children, when Cipriano’s own son was sent to prison. Cipriano is dedicated to those children and
those of us who work with him have seen those children grow and prosper!
Congratulations, Cipriano on your 20 years of service! We love you!

Women’s ACTS retreat held at the Bexar County Adult Detention Center
We were a team of eleven preparing to be
sharing in a room for seven hours accompanied for a day of reflection by thirtynine women. Each of the 39 in uniform
stamped in bold “County Jail” across the back
of her shirt. Each team member and each
woman on the retreat would be subject to the
rules and uncertainties of that lock-up environment’s emergent disruptions. Eleven would go
home at the end of the day. Thirty nine would
continue to face an uncertain number of days
in windowless rooms. Days that could, for some, add up to years.
The majority of our eleven were green having never done a jail ministry. We met a few
times, we prayed together and individually. We communicated mostly by email or by
telephone. The day took shape in our imaginations. The theme of the Prodigal Son
emerged as the unifying element.
The day unfolded moment by moment in ordinary and extraordinary ways. As always the
Holy Spirit will catch us when we fall. When our primary musician was called away to
court, our brave remaining musician was not sure of the cords for “Wade in the Water”.
From one of our inmate sisters came the gospel choir vocals accapella and filled the
space with prayerful music. She lifted us up in those waters.
In our final moments when the women were invited to comment on the day, one woman
spoke with clarity and awe of how in that time and space all had come together without
bitterness or rancor in word or deed. Something she attested she had not experienced
before in her many days of incarceration.
As we departed, our ever-loving and wise Sister Ellen and Sister Teresa suggested that
we gather at the front steps and take a group photo. Once accomplished, we hurriedly
packed our cars and prepared to leave. As we exited the parking lot, there they were…
our stout-hearted Sister Ellen and Sister Teresa standing in front of the County Jail blowing us kisses in grand and glorious gestures. I have never felt so appreciated.

Fiscal Year 2013-2014 Statistics
We just wrapped up our fiscal year on June
30, 2014. This past year we again provided
chaplaincy services and/or life skills classes
to approximately 40,000 incarcerated individuals in 10 adult and juvenile detention or
treatment facilities in Bexar and Karnes
counties!
Our staff and volunteers facilitated 16 reentry social services and supportive services to
2,184 formerly incarcerated individuals and
1,420 of their family members at our Family
Renewal Center (FRC). Less than 11% of
the formerly incarcerated provided services at the FRC were rearrested this
fiscal year!

St. Luke’s Men’s Club

The John G. & Marie Stella
Kenedy Memorial Foundation
John G. & Marie Stella Kenedy Memorial Foundation in Corpus Christi, Texas has awarded
Chrysalis Ministries with a $5,000 grant to support our Catholic chaplaincy project which will
pay for Bibles, spiritual curriculum and literature
for inmates, and training for Catholic staff. The
Kenedy Foundation which was founded by Sarita
Kenedy East, has been generously supportive of
Chrysalis Ministries for many years! We are
very grateful!

Birnam Oaks Foundation
Chrysalis Ministries recently received a generous
donation to support operational costs from the
Birnum Oaks Foundation of the San Antonio Area
Foundation. Many thanks to the Birnam Oaks
Foundation for your support of our mission and
ministry!!

Genevieve and Ward Orsinger Foundation
Chrysalis Ministries is the grateful recipient of a
$10,000 grant from the Genevieve and Ward Orsinger
Foundation to support our “Welcome Home” Reentry
project. This project’s staff and volunteers facilitate a
variety of life skills classes, transition skills: reentry
classes, and twelve-step substance recovery classes to
over 2,000 individuals incarcerated in six detention
facilities in Bexar and Karnes counties. These same
classes and support groups are facilitated at our reentry center, the Family Renewal Center, to over 2,000
formerly incarcerated individuals and their family
members.
Many thanks to the Genevieve and Ward Orsigner
Foundation for their support of the population we
serve and for the generous donation to support this
critically important program in our community!

We were the recipient of $1,000 grant
from St. Luke’s Men’s Club for specific
client assistance presented to our Executive Director at a dinner on July 21st at
St. Luke’s Catholic Church. We will now
be able to assist our clients with obtaining
ID’s, birth certificates, bus passes, food,
tools, and work uniforms. Thank you St.
Luke’s Men’s Club for your continued
support!!

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
A generous donation was received
from St. Mark Episcopal Church to
help support the Protestant chaplaincy
program. The Protestant chaplaincy
program serves thousands of adult
and juvenile inmates housed in nine
local detention and treatment facilities
in Bexar and Karnes counties. Our
staff and volunteer chaplains meet
with sometimes despondent and anxious inmates one-on-one and offer
much-needed spiritual guidance, comfort and direction.

Thank you for your support of our Happy Feet children’s program!! Because of the incredible generosity and prayers of many individuals, churches, and organizations, 318 children received Payless gift
cards for two new pairs of shoes just before Easter Sunday! It was such a joy to see their smiling
faces as we also surprised them with snacks, Easter baskets, stuffed animals, and toys! Please visit
our website and our Facebook page for pictures of this fun event!! I am so grateful for the privilege
of serving children and families through our children’s programs! Thank you for joining Chrysalis
Ministries in this beautiful way! We are gearing up for our Stuff the Backpack program which will
take place on Friday, August 15th! If you would like more information on this, please contact me at
210-299-4540 ext. 126 or besquivel@chrysmin.org! THANK YOU!!

Epiphany Retreat Held at the Cyndi Taylor Krier Juvenile Treatment Facility
Sr. Kathleen Eggering, Catholic Chaplain coordinated an Epiphany retreat at the Cyndi Taylor Krier Juvenile Treatment Facility on May 30 - June 1, 2014.
Volunteers from local churches came together for a three-day retreat to introduce God into these young men’s lives. Here are some very gratifying
comments from the boys who attended the retreat:











"Thank you for your time and showing me what God was about and what He has done for us in His life".
“I honestly felt loved."
"I appreciate everyone praying for me! I believe God has blessed me by giving me a second chance."
"I experienced God's touch in my heart and our God is an awesome God."
"During my 3 day Epiphany week end I heard that there is a God that loves and cares for us. He will never stop loving us even though we mess up."
"...It made me realize that people actually care about me and that I am not alone. I learned a lot of things. I wish I would of known before I probably
wouldn't be locked up."
"I felt the presence of God. The Holy Spirit come down and cleansed me. Thank you for showing me the true meaning of God's love."
"God's love was very strong those days. And the people who were praying showed us that God really loves us."
"Thank you for letting me know someone is out there praying for us even though ya'll don't know us."
If you would like to learn more about becoming an Epiphany Retreat Volunteer, please call Sr. Kathleen at 210-335-1754.

Bianca Esquivel, Volunteer Coordinator
Geo San Antonio, Geo Karnes City, &
Laurel Ridge Treatment Center
besquivel@chrysmin.org
210-299-4540, Ext. 126

Shelly Power, Volunteer Coordinator
All Bexar County Facilities
spower@chrysmin.org
210-299-4540, Ext. 123

It’s Time for Training!!!

On June 21st, fifteen volunteers
who serve at Bexar Co. Juvenile
Detention Center, Laurel Ridge
Treatment Center, and Applewhite
Recovery Center attended the 2014
Chrysalis Ministries Volunteer Training (see picture below). We will
be holding an additional training session primarily for Geo volunteers
in September, and also again in November just after the annual
“mandatory” training for all volunteers of Bexar County facilities
(dates to be established). Stay tuned for more information on the
dates and times of these sessions!

Current Volunteer Openings
We continue to have a critical shortage of volunteers in the following roles:




Spanish-speaking Pastoral Care Volunteers to conduct weekly Bible studies at Geo Karnes City.
Pastoral Care Volunteers to conduct Bible studies at Laurel Ridge Treatment Center on Saturdays/Sundays.

Please contact Bianca Esquivel, besquivel@chrysmin.org, 210-299-4540, ext.
126, if you have any interest in either of these positions, or know of anyone
else who may have an interest.

Epiphany Retreat Held for Girls!
Thirty very enthusiastic volunteers participated in an enriching “inaugural”
Epiphany Retreat with a dozen girls at the Bexar Co. Juvenile Detention Center’s Mission Road Unit, June 27-29, 2014. Future retreats will be planned
with the girls at the Mission Roads Center as scheduling permits.







Please inform Shelly or Bianca of any address, email or phone number changes.
Remember to account for your time with the Chaplain at your facility.
“Proselytizing” or trying to persuade or recruit people to join a specific religion, cause, church or group is strictly prohibited.
Refer new volunteers directly to Shelly or Bianca.
Please no open-toed shoes, shorts, sleeveless tops.
Please contact Shelly or Bianca with any questions, concerns or issues.
Thank you for all you do from your
Volunteer Coordinators!

Thank you to all the members of our Chrysalis
Ministries team and congratulations to those
with milestone anniversaries!!
Sister Teresa Carter,
Chaplaincy Coordinator

20 years

Norma Cervantes,
Office Assistant

20 years

Cipriano Martinez
(see article on pg. 2)
Father Carl Schindler,
Catholic Chaplain
Sister Kathleen Eggering,
Catholic Chaplain
@ Cyndi Taylor Krier
Juvenile Correctional Facility
EvaRae Boothe,
Director of Finance &Admin.

20 years

15 years

On June 19, 2014, the Chrysalis Ministries Board held their annual election of
officers. We have a brand-new Boar Chair, Kristen Salazar! We are extremely
grateful to Mr. Louis Rubiola for taking on the job of Board Chair for the past
three years! We are happy to report that Louis will still be on our Board as the new
Facilities Committee Chair!
Board Officers:
Board Chair – Kristen Salazar
Boar Vice-Chair – Rev. Monte Marshall
Board Secretary – Jane Monore
Board Treasurer & Finance Committee Chair – Terry Cleveland
Committee Chairs:
Personnel – Wade Shelton
Nominating – Wade Shelton/Lin Lichtenberg
Facilities – Louis Rubiola
Development/Fundraising – Avis Banks & Phyllis Bergen-Jackson

10 years

5 years

“When the world says “give up”, hope whispers “try it one
more time”. ~ Author Unknown

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

At the invitation of Sr. Margaret Carew, CCVI and drawn by the Holy Spirit – Ray responded to the Gospel call of
ministry among the incarcerated over twenty years ago. Representing the Catholic Community of San Fernando
Cathedral, Ray has been an outstanding example of dedicated and loving service. Throughout all those 20 long
years, he has faithfully come into the Bexar County Adult Detention Center on a weekly basis. At first Ray did oneon-one pastoral visitation before going on to lead weekly Catholic Chapel Services. It is in that capacity that he
currently serves - coming each Tuesday to facilitate the 12:30 p.m. “Breaking Open the Word” chapel service.
Amazingly, Ray comes in to do ministry after returning from his job at the Methodist Hospital where he works
nights on the Telemetry Unit.
Ray Flores,
Chrysalis Ministries Volunteer

Ray not only ministers among the incarcerated but is always a most gentle and gracious presence among the
BCADC volunteers at the regularly scheduled meetings and training sessions.
We salute Ray for his many years of dedicated and loyal service to the incarcerated through Chrysalis Ministries and
we are certain that God has touched many lives through his loving service. We ask God’s abundant blessing on him
now and into the future.

A BIG THANK YOU to all of our
silent auction donors….
I would like to take this opportunity to share my awesome experiences with Chrysalis Ministries and the wonderful staff that
welcomes and assists you.
Before coming to Chrysalis Ministries for assistance I found
myself feeling desperate because I did not have employment and
could not pay my bills. I was enrolled in school full time hoping
to increase my chance of positioning myself for better employment, however, right then I needed to get some bills paid before
my utilities were disconnected.
One day during a visit at CAM, another means for assistance, a
R. Cyphers, Client young lady who was an ex-felon told me about Chrysalis Ministries. I remember saying “There has not been any prison program
to ever help me because my record is too bad”. The young lady said “just give it a try”.
The following morning I went to Chrysalis Ministries and the receptionist was pleasant
and for some reason she shared with me and said she too was an ex-felon and Chrysalis
Ministries gave her a chance by giving her employment. That receptionist was an ice
breaker for me. That one statement gave me hope that maybe finally there was a program
to help me. The receptionist did the intake and introduced me to another exceptionally
kind and gentle lady named Elly who diligently sought to find a suitable employment
match for all the extensive training I had acquired during my incarceration. She was
wonderful and continued being available until I was employed.
Another case manager, Steven, was also very professional and an excellent listener for
someone who was burdened down with needing immediate assistance with utilities
which had a disconnect notice. After Steven patiently listened to me, he gathered all the
pertinent information he needed and before I could finish praying he could help me, he
was back with the notice informing me my bill would be taken care of and I have nothing
to worry about.
If you would like to make a
monetary donation to
Chrysalis Ministries click
on the button below

Americus Diamond
James Avery
BJ’s Brewhouse
Blanco Cafe
Br. Cletus Behlmann
Build-a-Bear
Camp Bow Wow
Chauma Gaucha
Cheesecake Factory
Clear Springs Restaurant
Creekhaven Inn
Don Bonnin
Dry Comal Creek Vineyards
El Tropicano Riverwalk
Anne Eyster
EZ’s Brick Oven & Grill
Flying Saucer Draught
Emporium
Fratello’s Deli & Market
Gruene Mansion Inn
Hotel Contessa
John the Greek Restaurant
Maggiano’s Little Italy
Magik Theatre
Majestic Theater
Katie McNeff
Jane Monroe
Lin Lichtenberg
Chriss Lloyd

Neal’s Lodges
Paesanos
Pizza Hut #20
Plantation Suites &
Conference Center
Plum Creek Golf Course
Puente Vista Condominiums
The Republic Golf Club
Kristen Salazar
San Antonio Botanical Garden
San Antonio Museum of Art
Santikos Theatres
SeaWorld of San Antonio
Silpada
Skin the Day Spa
Smith’s Uncommon Images
Smokey Mo’s BBQ
Sorrento
Sparkles
Starbucks
Statue of Design
Stray Grape
Ann Taylor
Total Wine
Sheldon Vexler Theater
Vegeria
Viola’s Ventanas
The Wash Tub
Whole Foods
The Witte Museum

