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The Bright Shawl was the setting for this year’s “New Beginnings” Spring luncheon on June 6, 2012. The event
hall was nearly full with a very eclectic crowd; elected officials, Bexar County Detention Ministries clients and
volunteers, individuals from religious organizations, and others from corporations and businesses! The variety
makes for a very interesting and fun event!

For more information about these
events OR TO DONATE,
please visit our website at
www.bcdm.org.
Don’t forget to “Add” &
“Like” us on

Ursula Pari from Channel 12 news (KSAT) was our entertaining Mistress of Ceremonies. Judge Polly Jackson
Spencer graciously accepted the 4th annual “John Byrd Community Service Award” with passionate and powerful remarks regarding the mentally ill in the Criminal Justice System. Judge John Specia discussed the importance of reentry and restorative justice programs in our community. One of our clients at the Family Renewal
Center, Andrew Jones, gave a moving testimonial about his past life, time in jail and prison and how he is putting his life back together with the assistance of Bexar County Detention Ministries staff and programs. Andrew will enroll in San Antonio College in the Fall and he plans to focus on “addiction studies”. We bet he
does great in school, and he might even consider public speaking for a living!!!

“Happy Feet” Children’s Shoe Program
145 very happy children of the incarcerated received a new pair of shoes at the brand new
“Happy Feet/Easter Basket” party held on Saturday, March 31st at the Family Renewal Center. Each child received a pair of tennis shoes or a pair of dress shoes, or if the shoes were
not available in their size they received vouchers to Payless Shoes Stores. Several local
churches and individuals donated shoes and money to this project. Other churches donated
Easter baskets which we distributed to another 95 children of the incarcerated! Many members of the Fellowship of San Antonio Church donated, as did the Medina Valley United
Methodist Church in Castroville, St. Claire’s Catholic Church, our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church, St. Leo’s Catholic Church, Grace Avenue Church, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
Church, and Alamo Heights United Methodist Church. Board members and our regular donors and supporters also contributed. The pictures of the smiling children say it all!!

B e xa r Co un ty D et e nt ion Min i st ri es ~ New B eg inn in g s
Grants Received

Bexar County Detention Ministries is
grateful to have received a community
grant from the Ruth Lange Charitable
Fund and San Antonio Area Foundation
Community Fund of the San Antonio
Area Foundation to support the
BCDM “Healthy Relationships” program.
We are also grateful to receive community support from the Ernestine
Boylan Shugart Fund, Lila G. and Vesey
F. Taylor Fund, Valley View Trust and
Frank H. Flora Paeltz Wolff trust of the
San Antonio Area Foundation for
“Strengthening Non-Profits-Phase II”.
This grant will pay for BCDM to hire a
professional facilitator to work with
the Board and the staff during the next
fiscal year to develop a comprehensive
five year strategic plan for our organization.

We are thrilled that BCDM has received
an $11,000 grant from the Harvey Najim
Foundation to support our “Stuff the
Backpack” program and our “Happy Feet”
project for children of the incarcerated.
This is our first time to apply for funding
from the Harvey Najim Project. Applications are being taken now for the “Stuff
the Backpack” program which happens in
August, 2012. We project to provide 400
children with backpacks and all their
school supplies. The “Happy Feet” program will take place for the second year
next spring. We project supplying 200
children of the incarcerated with new
shoes. We are grateful to the Harvey Najim Foundation for this very generous donation!

For more information about the San
Antonio Area Foundation, please visit
their website at www.saafdn.org

If you have been to the Family Renewal
Center within the past few months, you
know that the building could not hold
one more staff member, volunteer, or
intern! We leased 1,200 sq. ft. of office
space in the warehouse next door at
509 San Pedro for five administrative
staff. The NuStar Foundation has generously donated $5,000 to assist with paying rent and to purchase additional furniture for our new offices. Many thanks
to the NuStar Foundation for supporting our growth!

“Boots, Chaps &
Cowboy Hats” Fundraiser

Nearly 100 of our friends, families and
supporters joined us for the first ever
“Boots, Chaps & Cowboy Hats” dinner
and dance at Floores Country Store on
March 1, 2012! The BBQ dinner was
delicious, the Ben McPeak Band was
fantastic and the live auction was entertaining with Joanne Sundin and Vint
Dockery as our live auctioneers!! Many
thanks to Becca Payne from Floores
Country Store and to the fabulous Ben
McPeak Band for providing our live
music. We hope to make this an annual
event and are planning for another
dinner and dance in October or November!

Staff retreat, March 30th
BCDM is pleased to report receiving a
$5,000 grant from Valero Foundation to
support our ongoing substance recovery
program! This program employs one fulltime and one part-time substance recovery
facilitator to provide faith based, 12-step
groups and “Chemical Addiction” classes in
six detention facilities in Bexar and Karnes
counties. Several classes each week are also
facilitated in our outreach center, the Family Renewal Center, and at the Haven for
Hope. Both facilitators are former alcoholics/addicts who were ex-offenders but who
have been in recovery for many years! We
project 1,450 incarcerated individuals and
formerly incarcerated individuals will participate in our substance recovery groups
and classes this fiscal year. These individuals
participate in these groups for weeks,
months, and even years. We are grateful
that the Valero Foundation sees the value
of this very effective community program.

Need we say more?! A great time
was had by all!

Mother’s Day visit by Archbishop Gustavo

BCDM’s & USSA's
"Outreach Outdoors"

The women at Bexar County Adult Detention Center welcomed Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller, MSpS, on May
11, 2012 to celebrate mass with them for Mother’s Day.
Reflecting on his visit, the women wrote: “That day I felt
the presence of God with us.” “He said that we identify
more with Mary our Mother because we are mothers as
well.” “His voice was peace.” “He made us feel we were
not forgotten even though we were locked up and away
from our children and families.” “Archbishop Gustavo
made us feel loved, special and accepted in his eyes and in
Jesus’ eyes. It was a blessing to have him hug us.” “It was
like we had Jesus with us today.”

Men’s ACTS Retreat: April 20-21

A team of men from St. Luke’s Parish Community led an
ACTS Retreat at the Bexar County Adult Detention Center
on April 20-21st. Under the direction of Marty Sablik, the
team facilitated a very meaningful experience for 37 incarcerated men. There was a great atmosphere of prayer, sharing
and ritual as these men gathered to deepen their relationships with God, neighbor and self. The following reflection
from a retreatant best captures what this retreat meant for
the participants:

Bexar County Detention Ministries, Inc. in conjunction with
the United Special Sportsman Alliance (USSA) held its
first "Outreach Outdoors" camping event for 18 children
and their family members on June 15, 16, and 17th. The
event was held near the town of Nixon, TX. There was
fishing, ATV rides, horseback riding, archery, rustic camping, swimming, campfires, and so much more!
We are so very thankful to all of the volunteers who assisted with the program; We’d also like to thank our wonderful board member, Phyllis Bergen-Jackson and BCDM
volunteers; Trevor Baker, Sara Baker and John Behnke
for assisting Program Director, Dejah Behnke, for the
weekend.
BCDM would especially like to thank Brigid O’Donoghue,
CEO and founder of USSA (www.childswish.org) for coming all the way from Wisconsin to sponsor and share in the
fun with our BCDM families. Her organization sponsored
the entire event and continues to sponsor similar events
across the nation.

Job Fair

Thank you Sister Teresa and Team:
I really enjoyed everyone’s contribution. I felt it was all about us. The
fellowship between the inmates and Retreat Brothers and Sisters gave
me a whole new view of what it is to belong to the community.
Everyone made me feel like family. Everyone had their own special
moment with a story of how God has touched their life. It would be
hard to touch every moment.
Breaking bread; eating cookies; thirsting and eating the Word of God,
filled my spirit. All our mentors did a fine job. I want to give special
thanks to Daniel our group leader. His reflection on the image of a
person’s value and contribution to the community has me thinking how
I’ll contribute in here and out there one day when I am released. The
walk will be more centered in God’s will instead of my will. And it will
also be in how I can help my family and our community.
P.S.: And a special thanks on Monday’s show and breaking down the
parables.
Thank you kindly,
David

On Tuesday, June 26, 2012, the annual BCDM Job Fair was held at
the Family Renewal Center for the formerly incarcerated. 117 participants attended the fair, made applications and spoke to employers!
Many thanks to our participating employers! They are: Labor on Demand, Avon, US Army, Goodwill Industries, MC Tile Company, Faith Roofing
and Remodeling, Hope Action Care, and Chelsea’s Catering and Bar Service.
Another Job Fair and Attire for Hire are planned before the end of
the year! More details later!

Wherever there is a human being, there is an
opportunity for kindness. ~ Seneca

B e xa r

C ou n t y

D et en ti on Mini s t ri e s ~ New B eg inn ings
Our New BCDM Employees

Shelly Power
Co-Volunteer Coordinator

I was incredibly touched by the warmth, kind spirit and dedication to BCDM that Carol and Stacy exhibited at a
major corporate volunteer fair that I attended last Fall. The enthusiasm and compassion that Carol and Stacy
showed at the volunteer fair truly drew me into helping BCDM as a volunteer. I was also very impressed by the
Mission of BCDM and by the dedicated and caring attitudes of all of the staff when I came to volunteer at BCDM
shortly after the volunteer fair. During my volunteer work at BCDM, I got to learn even more about the work
of BCDM and truly enjoyed working with Dejah and Stacy on all my assignments. It became apparent to me that
BCDM does so much with so little, relative to other nonprofits, and that appealed to me. BCDM provides such
vital services to individuals that are so often discarded by society and that really touches my heart. The impact
that BCDM makes to those incarcerated and formerly incarcerated and their families is simply inspirational. The
volunteers that I work with are some of the most compassionate, dedicated and caring individuals I’ve ever met
and I feel privileged to assist them!
I was previously Volunteer Coordinator at BCDM and enjoyed it so much that I was anxious to return. I missed
the volunteers and the opportunity to help them give back to our community by helping offenders, former offenders and their families. My previous experience as a juvenile probation supervisor allowed me to help young
offenders and the experience at BCDM provided me the opportunity to do something different. I am happy to
be utilizing my time in such a productive way and I can only hope that I am also making a difference. There are
so many wonderful volunteers who never hesitate to help out. Carol Lockett and Dejah Benke truly go the
extra mile to help BCDM flourish. It is truly a blessing to be back.

Belinda Courvier
Co-Volunteer Coordinator

Board of Directors Information

BCDM is very happy to welcome our newest Board members, Kacy Cigarroa and Mustafa Safak. Kacy, elected at the March
Board meeting, is an attorney with Barton, East and Caldwell, PLLC. She has joined our Nominating and Finance committees.
Mustafa is originally from Turkey. He is currently a chaplain volunteer in the Bexar County Jail. He is a former president of the
Citadel Islamic Foundation and a current member of the Institute of Interfaith Dialogue. Welcome to our newest Board members!
Two other Board members are leaving us! Rev. Claus Rohlfs, Senior Pastor at Travis Park United Methodist Church will be moving to take an appointment in Sterling City, Texas. Rev. Rohlfs has been an active, committed Board member since July, 2010.
Theresa Scheets will also be leaving us after serving as Board Secretary and Fundraising Chair for the past three years. We are
sorry to see both of them go, but wish them much luck and success in their new endeavors!

Cindy Hudson
May 17, 1955 - May 2, 2012

Steve Saldana
May 30, 1950 - July 5, 2012

We are very sad to report that two of our Board members passed away during this past quarter. Cindy Sue Hudson passed
away on May 2, 2012, after a lengthy and hard-fought battle with cancer. Cindy had been a dedicated Board member for
three years.
On July 5, 2012 a very long-time BCDM Board member and Endowment Board member, Steve Saldana, passed away after a
long struggle, also with cancer.
Cindy and Steve were both the “light for so many living in darkness and a beacon to the Lord to those who did not know
Him”. We will miss them always, but are very grateful to have known them….

